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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the amendment of 5/24/04 - 

2. [>3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 98-106.109-119,122-125.131-134 and 138-141 - 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 16 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Monica R. Gerber on 8/2/04. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification: 

On Page 10, replace the Brief Descriptions of Figures 2, 3 and 4 with the 
following: 

Figure 2 (Parts A-B) is a diagram of the unmodified baculovirus transfer plasmids 
pAcP(+)IE1-3 and pAcP(-)IE1-6. 

Figure 3 (Parts A-B) is a diagram of the baculovirus transfer plasmids modified to 
produce sense and antisense transcripts from an inserted DNA segment, prior to 
insertion of the DNA segment. These plasmids are referred to as IE1-3.dsRNA and IE1- 
6.dsRNA. 

Figure 4 (Parts A-B) is a diagram of the baculovirus transfer plasmids modified to 
produce sense and antisense transcripts from an inserted DNA segment corresponding 
to a portion of the para gene, following insertion of the DNA segment. 

On Page 1 1 , replace the Brief Description of Figure 8 with the following: 
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Figure 8 (Parts A-B) presents sequences incorporated into modified baculovirus 
transfer plasmids and sequences of primers used to amplify portions of target genes. 

In the Claims: 

Claim 131. (Currently amended) A method of controlling insects, the method 
comprising the step of: contacting a cell in an insect with a first ribonucleic acid (RNA) 
whose sequence corresponds to at least a portion of at least one gene endogenous to 
the insect, wherein the first ribonucleic acid hybridizes either with itself or with a second 
ribonucleic acid with which the cell is also contacted, thereby forming a double-stranded 
structure within the cell that inhibits expression of at least one gene expressed in the 
cell, wherein the step of contacting comprises contacting the insect with a baculovirus, 
and wherein the first RNA is expressed within 6 hours after the insect is contacted with 
the baculovirus , thereby controlling said insect . 

132. (Currently amended) A method of controlling insects, the method comprising 
the step of: contacting a cell in an insect with a first ribonucleic acid (RNA) whose 
sequence corresponds to at least a portion of at least one gene endogenous to the 
insect, wherein the first ribonucleic acid hybridizes either with itself or with a second 
ribonucleic acid with which the cell is also contacted, thereby forming a double-stranded 
structure within the cell that inhibits expression of at least one gene expressed in the 
cell, wherein the step of contacting comprises contacting the insect with a baculovirus, 
and wherein the RNA is expressed substantially in the absence of viral replication^ 
thereby controlling said insect . 
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133. (Currently amended) A method of controlling insects, the method comprising 
the step of: contacting a cell in an insect with a first ribonucleic acid (RNA) whose 
sequence corresponds to at least a portion of at least one gene endogenous to the 
insect, wherein the first ribonucleic acid hybridizes either with itself or with a second 
ribonucleic acid with which the cell is also contacted, thereby forming a double-stranded 
structure within the cell that inhibits expression of at least one gene expressed in the 
cell, wherein the step of contacting comprises contacting the insect with a baculovirus, 
and wherein the baculovirus does not establish a productive infection , thereby 
controlling said insect . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Guzo, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (571) 
272-0767. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 AM 
to 5:30 PM. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Irem Yucel, Ph.D., can be reached on (571) 272-0781. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




David Guzo 
August 2, 2004 



